
Thanksgiving Turkey Planning Checklist
 

Day Before:

Serving Time:

4–5 Days Before:
 

2–3 Days Before:
 

One Week Before:

While Turkey Rests:
 

Thanksgiving Morning:
 

Rest 20–30minutes
Make gravy
Reheat sides

Startthawing in the fridge
Gather brining ingredients

Carve and plate
Add warm broth if reheating turkey
Take your victory photo

Buy the turkey
Clear fridge space
Check turkey weight for thaw timing

Bring turkey out for30–45 minutes
Preheat oven
Roast using your chosen method
Tent with foil if browning too quickly

Dry brineifusing
Prep aromatics (onions, herbs, citrus)
Make cranberry sauce

Ensure turkey is fully thawed
Pat dry and remove giblets
Season under the skin if prepping ahead
Prep roasting pan and thermometer
Make sides that reheat well


